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Q:     How can I get rid of the 
mold that is growing on the walls 
of my basement plant room? 
 

 
 
A:     Long-standing moisture 
and/or high humidity conditions 
and mold growth go together. Try 
to determine the extent of 
involvement. If the areas are 
small, molds can be cleaned up 
using household bleach or 
similar products and reducing 
humidity in the basement. Such 
cleaning products must be used 
with proper protective equipment 
and good ventilation.  If mold is 
extensive, professional help is 
recommended.  
 
 
 
Q:     Should my mandevilla be 
taken outside on these nice 
warm days? 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
A:     No, mandevilla should be 
kept indoors until night 
temperatures can be expected to 
remain above 55°F. This is a 
good time to repot your plant, if 
needed, to restore vigor. Move it 
into a warm, bright location and 
begin to provide water and 
fertilizer on a regular schedule. 
New growth should begin soon. 
 
Q:     What can I do to make an 
area under my black gum tree, 
which is sometimes muddy, 
more attractive? 
 

 
 
 
A:     If possible, correct the 
intermittent drainage problem as 
the first step in improving the 
area around your black gum tree, 
Nyssa sylvatica. If this cannot be 
done, avoid traffic or other 
disturbance over the root zone. 
Since this is obviously already a 
marginal site for the species, 
take no actions that would 
increase the tendency toward 
"being muddy" such as mulching 
or planting ornamentals. 
 
Q:     How can I propagate an old 
dieffenbachia houseplant? 
 

 
 
 

A:     Dieffenbachia can be 
propagated with tip or stem 
cuttings or by air layering. 
Cuttings are generally easier. 
For example, a tip cutting 3-6-
inches in length, taken in spring, 
planted in a moistened mixture of 
peat moss and perlite, 
maintained in bright, indirect light 
at about 70°F, will root in 4-6 
weeks. It is helpful to enclose the 
cutting and its pot in a plastic 
bag to keep humidity at a high 
level during the process. 
 
Q:     What is a Sharon fern? 
 
A:     Sharon fern is synonymous 
with sword fern, Nephrolepis 
exaltata. The Boston fern, 
Nephrolepis exaltata 
bostoniensis, is a widely 
acclaimed mutation of this 
species. 
 
Q: As a newcomer to the St. 
Louis area, I need to know what 
apple varieties do well here. 
 

 
 
A:     Many apple varieties are 
grown in Missouri. University 
Extension, University of Missouri 
at Columbia has published three 
guides G6021, G6022, and 
G6026 that bear on the answer 
to your question. These can be 
viewed at 
http://muextension.missouri.edu/
explore/agguides/hort/g06021.ht
m, 
http://muextension.missouri.edu/
explore/agguides/hort/g06022.ht
m, and 
http://muextension.missouri.edu/
explore/agguides/hort/g06026.ht
m respectively.    �
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