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Q:     Should I still be fertilizing 
my fescue/bluegrass lawn? 
 
A:     Cool season grasses 
benefit from fall fertilization. A 
good rule of thumb is applying 
1.0 to 1.25 lb. of nitrogen per 
1000 square feet of lawn during 
this season. Optimum results 
can be obtained by applying this 
amount in three equal divisions; 
one-third about Labor Day, one-
third about the end of October, 
and the remaining third about 
Thanksgiving Day. 
 
 

 
 
Q:     How and when should I 
harvest my crop of parsnips? 
 
A:     Unless you have an old-
fashioned root cellar, it's best to 
leave parsnips in the ground until 
you're ready to use them. Their 
starch becomes sweeter into the 
winter. After a hard frost, cover 
your plot with a 4- to 6-inch layer 
of mulch, and mark it for ease of 
locating when you are ready for 
some parsnips. Bales of straw 

are said to serve this purpose 
admirably. Be sure to dig your 
crop before new growth starts in 
the spring. 
 
 

 
 
 
Q:     How can I determine the 
value of a tree, which a 
developer wants to remove from 
an area that is to be included in a 
new easement? 
 
A:     You need the services of a 
consulting arborist, a 
professional who is 
knowledgeable about the value 
of trees. See the Yellow Pages 
for listings that indicate 
membership in the St. Louis 
Arborist Association.  
 
 

 
 
Q:     Can I move my beautiful 
ornamental sweet potato vine 
indoors for the winter? 
 
A:     A potted sweet potato plant 
can be moved indoors for winter 
enjoyment. Place it in a sunny 
window and care for it in the 
normal manner. It will benefit 
from having a climbing trellis. An 
in-ground plant poses more of a 
problem since the tubers often 
become very large. In such a 
case, why not start a new plant 
for your wintertime pleasure. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Q:     When should I prune my 
large burning bush? 
 
 
A:     Burning bush, Euonymus 
alatus, is best trimmed in late 
winter or early spring before new 
growth starts. Pruning in autumn 
often forces a flush of vigorous, 
new growth, which may not 
survive low winter temperatures. 
 

 
 
Q:     What sort of care is best for 
Queen of the Night during 
winter? 
 
A:     Queen of the Night, 
Selenicereus grandiflorus, a 
member of the family Cactaceae, 
requires bright light year-round 
but protection from direct 
sunlight. Winter temperatures in 
the range 50-60°F are best; 
water sparingly during this time.  
Fertilizer should be applied only 
during periods of active growth, 
April-September.  Be sure that all 
long shoots are securely tied. 
Your plant can return to the 
outdoors about mid-May. 
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Q:     Is there any reason why I 
can't prune my overgrown saucer 
magnolia back by half during 
winter? 
 
A:     Saucer magnolia, Magnolia 
x soulangeana, by nature is a 
large shrub that flowers on old 
wood. Most flowers will be lost in 
the spring following such drastic 
pruning. Longer term, the 
naturally attractive shape of the 
plant will likely be lost to a more 
twiggy structure. It appears that 
your plant is not a fit for its 
allotted space. Perhaps 
replacement should be 
considered.  
 

 
 
Q:     To settle a discussion, 
could you give me a technical 
description of the common 
tomato plant? 
 
A:     The common garden 
tomato, Solanum lycopersicum, 
belongs to the family 
Solonaceae. Wild tomato 
originated in the Andes region of 
Peru. It apparently was first 
domesticated in Central America, 
and at present, there are over 
1000 cultivated varieties. 
Tomatoes can be either annuals 
or short-lived perennials 
depending upon environmental 

and cropping conditions. Their 
productivity is very sensitive to 
conditions of low light and 
adverse (low or high) 
temperatures. The cherry tomato 
and pear tomato are closely 
related species. 
 
 

 
 
 
Q:     What can I do to improve 
the soil in my vegetable garden 
without resorting to chemical 
fertilizers? 
 
A:     Cover the surface of the 
bed with a 6-inch layer of 
chopped leaves. Add 40 lb. of 
well-aged, composted manure 
per 100 square feet of surface 
area. Rough till this mixture into 
the soil to a depth of 8-10-inches 
taking care to leave the surface 
somewhat cloddy. Do nothing 
more with the bed until spring 
when it should be prepared for 
planting. This procedure, when 
repeated annually for 2-3 years, 
will greatly improve the condition 
of your garden soil. 
 
 

 
 
Q:     How much should climbing 
roses be cut back in preparation 
for winter? 
 
A:     Climbers should not be cut 

back at this time. All canes 
should be secured in place to 
prevent breakage due to wind 
whip. Any necessary pruning 
should be done in spring after 
danger of frost has passed. At 
that time, laterals should be 
shortened to strong buds; major 
canes should not be cut back 
except to remove dead or winter-
damaged tissue. 
 
 

 
 
Q:     What can I do to help my 
large Norway spruce to regreen 
some lower branches, which 
have lost most of their needles? 
 
A:     There is nothing that you 
should do at this time. Those 
branches that still have green 
needles at their tips will probably 
survive; those that have lost all 
their needles are likely dead. 
Many of our evergreens are 
showing similar signs of damage 
from last summer's drought. In 
late winter, dead branches 
should be removed. The tree will 
benefit from an application of 
fertilizer in February. During the 
next growing season, make sure 
that this tree receives 
supplemental irrigation during 
dry periods; rainfall plus irrigation 
should total 1- to 1 1/2-inches of 
water per week during summer. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



          

 
 
Q:     Will the Gerbera daisies, 
which I moved indoors, survive 
as houseplants? 
 
A:     Gerbera daisies will survive 
in a well-ventilated, sunny 
location. They do best when kept 
moderately moist at 
temperatures ranging from 55 to 
65°F during winter. Improve the 
humidity with pebble trays. A 
light application of houseplant 
fertilizer on a weekly basis is 
helpful. Be alert for whiteflies and 
powdery mildew. These plants 
should go back outdoors in 
spring after danger of frost has 
passed. 
 
 

 
 
Q:     Why does my beautiful 
Boston fern look so awful now? 
 
A:     Boston ferns, which flourish 
when held in a suitable outdoor 
site, usually resent being brought 
indoors, especially if this event is 
delayed until after heating 
season has commenced. The 
sudden shift into the drier 
environment of a heated house 
coupled with the change of 
lighting often leads to extensive 
browning and leaflet drop. 
Overwatering can be a further 
complication at this critical time. 
Try to nurse your plant through 
the winter by giving it an eastern 

exposure in a well ventilated 
room with temperatures ranging 
from 75°F (day) to 55F° (night). 
Frequent misting is often helpful. 
Allow moderate drying between 
waterings, but never allow the 
plant to dry out completely. 
Recovery will be slow. 
 
 

 
 
Q:     How should I care for my 
Thanksgiving chrysanthemum 
now that its flowers have faded? 
 
A:     Florists' chrysanthemums 
are not winter hardy in our area, 
so the plants can be grown only 
as indoor foliage plants given 
adequate moisture and bright 
light. Such plants have usually 
been forced or manipulated to 
produce blooms at holiday times 
and are very difficult for the 
average householder to rebloom. 
Perhaps you should consider 
discarding your plant before 
investing more time and effort in 
its care. 
 
 

 
 
 
Q:     How often must I repot or 
root-prune my Ficus benjamina? 
 
A:     Your plant will grow well 
when somewhat potbound. This 
species should not be 
overpotted. Repot when the 
composition of pot content is 
estimated to be about 80% roots  

and 20% soil. Root-prune lightly 
at this time as required to 
remove the fine network of roots, 
which may have developed. 
Usually a top-dressing in spring 
will be sufficient to keep your 
plant in good vigor. 
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