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Q:     Can I get a second crop of 
broccoli by cutting back my 
plants? 

 
A:     Some varieties of broccoli 
do indeed form small side heads 
after the main head has been 
harvested. These are slower to 
develop and usually inferior to 
the first head. New transplants 
for a fall crop can be set out until 
mid-August.  
 
Q:     How can I remove the 
spider webs from my yews? 
 

 
 
A:     The spiders, which 
constructed the webs on your 
yews, pose no problems. In fact, 
they might be classified as 
beneficial in that they are 
trapping various insects, some of 
which may damage the plants in 
your garden. Just leave the webs 
in place to weather away. 
 
 

Q:     How are colors of flowers 
related to the parent plant's 
medicinal properties? 
 

 
A:     If it exists at all, the 
relationship between flower color 
and medicinal properties is 
neither straightforward nor well-
documented. To get a better 
understanding of medicinal 
properties of plants, visit your 
local library to consult books on 
medical botany. 
 
Q:     How can I get rid of that 
unpleasant odor that seems to 
be coming from the boxwood 
plants around my patio? 

 
 
A:     The foliage of the common 
boxwood, Buxus sempervirens, 
has a definite fragrance that 
many people find objectionable. 
Since the odor level is increased 
by wounding, avoid trimming 
your plants during "patio 
season". There is nothing to be 
done to reduce the odor save 
replacing the plants with some 
species you find less 
malodorous. 
 
Q:     Do deer eat surprise lilies? 
 

 
 
A:     Supply your own answer; 
there seems to be disagreement 
about this.�
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